
tional Discipleship + Relation-

ships + Sharing the Good 

News.” 

How can we live as mis-

sionaries in our own com-

munities, sharing the 

Good News with those 

we meet and discipling 

people who are already in 

our lives? And how does 

that mindset differ from 

the “church as usual” 

model that many of our 

congregations currently 

use?  

Participants in the Ohio Con-

ference Missional Network 

are beginning to consider the 

details of how to live mission-

ally in their own contexts. 

Missional Consultant Jessica 

Schrock-Ringenberg defines 

“missional” this way: 

“Missional = Mission + Inten-

Missional Network training begins 

By Dan King 

Instead of a luxury cruise 

to some tropical paradise 

this year, consider an 

“Anabaptist Church 

Tour” in Guatemala, El 

Salvador, and Honduras 

this fall. Charles Geiser 

will be leading this tour 

Oct. 19-30, and it will 

highlight what Anabaptist 

churches in the region are 

doing. 

God is doing a new thing in Central America 
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Longing for a deep encounter with God 

Move with the cloud 
In the past two months, I 

have attended closing wor-

ship services for two Ohio 

Conference congregations. 

I can’t say I look forward to 

such events, and yet, in 

both cases I came away 

with a sense that over the 

years God has been at 

work in both congrega-

tions. God’s word has been 

shared, faith has grown, and 

two communities of believ-

ers supported one another. 

Though inevitable, change is 

difficult. Can I rest in the 

knowledge that God has 

done great things, and that 

He will continue to do 

great things, even if they 

don’t look exactly like what 

has gone before? At Berean 

Fellowship Church, we 

sang, “The cloud of glory is 

moving. Move with the 

cloud.” We may not have a 

visible cloud to follow the 

way the Israelites did, but 

we can follow God’s lead-

ing. Will we?   

— ahl 

Personnel of the Ohio Conference of Mennonite Church USA  

Moderator: Bob Sauder — sauderbob2@gmail.com   
Assistant Moderator: Thomas Dunn — thomas@crownhillmennonite.com 

Credentialing Ministry Chair: Andy Stoner — rpandy@juno.com 

Gifts Discernment Ministry Chair: Mel Hathaway — smcpastor@embarqmail.com  

Stewardship Minstry Co-Chair: Melanie Miller — mgfmiller@gmail.com 

Regional Pastor: Ralph Reinford — ralphreinford@gmail.com 

Regional Pastor: Cliff Brubaker — cliffbru7@gmail.com 

Administrative Secretary: Judy King — ohmc@zoominternet.net  

Finance Coordinator: Stan Helmuth — cboh1@zoominternet.net  

Conference Editor: Ann Leaman — ohioevangel@gmail.com  

Coordinator of Volunteers: Alysa Short —  alysashort@gmail.com 

tional community and farm 

in Illinois. She describes the 

book as part memoir, part 

saint biography, and part 

letters to the mystics, such 

as St. Francis. 

Listen to this episode to 

find out whether reading 

Wendell Berry books and 

communal farming really go 

together. You’ll also hear 

Christiana talk about what 

happened to the Plow 

Creek community and hear 

her thoughts about living a 

life of simplicity. 

Mystics and Misfits is availa-

ble from https://

www.heraldpress.com 

and Amazon. To learn 

more about Christiana  

Peterson, see her web-

site: Christiananpeterson.co

m. 

You can listen to this pod-

cast on iTunes or on the 

Ohio Conference website: 

www.ohiomennoniteconfer

ence.org/podcasts.  

What is a mystic? Recently 

Bill Seymour and Thomas 

Dunn, hosts of the Ohio 

Conference Cast podcast, 

explored this question and 

more with Christiana    

Peterson, a member of 

Midway Mennonite Church 

and the author of the new 

Herald Press book titled 

Mystics and Misfits: Meeting 

God Through St. Francis and 

Other Unlikely Saints.   

“Being a mystic in my defi-

nition is … longing for a 

deep encounter with God,” 

says Christiana. During the 

podcast, she talks with Bill 

and Thomas about the 

book, which deals with her 

family’s experience at Plow 

Creek, a Mennonite inten-
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Experience firsthand and up 

close how God’s Spirit is work-

ing among Anabaptist believers 

in Central America. If you are 

worried about lacking fluency in 

Spanish, don’t let that be a bar-

rier to taking part in this tour. 

Translation is provided, so par-

ticipants do not need to know 

Spanish. 

I was blessed and challenged by 

this tour in April of 2017, learn-

ing about the work of SEMILLA 

— Latin American Anabaptist 

Seminary. The seminary, locat-

ed in Guatemala City, Guatema-

la, began in 1984. SEMILLA of-

fers biblical, theological and 

pastoral training, serving more 

than 700 students from the 

region. Many of these students 

live far from Guatemala City, 

but they can participate in clas-

ses in learning centers through-

out Central America. 

In addition to providing theo-

logical training, SEMILLA pro-

vides language study, service 

opportunities and cultural im-

mersion programs for more 

than 250 North Americans each 

year through CASAS, the Cen-

tral America Study and Service 

Program. 

SEMILLA also operates Casa 

Emaús, a guesthouse which 

hosts as many as 9,000 visitors 

and service group participants 

each year. 

During my tour in April 2017, I 

was deeply moved while learn-

ing about the devastating 36-

year civil war that claimed thou-

sands of lives, mostly those of 

indigenous Mayan background. 

In spite of such traumatic suf-

fering, God’s people are re-

building their lives and commu-

nities. SEMILLA is a key part of 

that restoration, training hun-

dreds of bi-vocational national 

pastors, mostly in rural areas. 

After so many years of devas-

tating war, God is indeed doing 

a new thing in Guatemala and in 

much of Latin America. God is 

using the local, indigenous peo-

ple. It is not a paternalistic, co-

lonialist type of church growth 

movement.  

This trip was also a significant 

connection to my present work 

with Hispanic students at Do-

ver High School, 95 percent of 

whom are Guatemalan. They 

were delighted with my reports 

about my time in their country. 

To whet your appetite for this 

learning tour, see the documen-

tary film Seeds of Peace, which is 

on YouTube at http://bit.ly/

SEMILLASeedsofPeace. I would 

“In spite of 

such traumatic 

suffering, 

God’s people 

are rebuilding 

their lives and 

communities. 

SEMILLA is a 

key part of 

that 

restoration, 

training 

hundreds of bi-

vocational 

national 

pastors, mostly 

in rural areas.” 
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To learn more about how SEMILLA is spreading the Anabaptist 
vision of peace in Central America, watch the documentary Seeds 
of Peace on YouTube at http://bit.ly/SEMILLASeedsofPeace. 

SEMILLA Learning Tour Continued from page 1 

(Left to right) Steve 
Steiner, Dan King 
and Grant Miller, a 
student from Ana-
baptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary 
participated in a 
SEMILLA learning 
tour in April 2017, 
along with seven 
other people.  

Continued on page 4 
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giving financially to this im-

portant work. You can donate 

online at http://bit.ly/

SEMILLADonation or mail your 

check to SEMILLA Latin Ameri-

can Seminary, 1104 S. Seventh 

St., Goshen, IN 46526.  

Dan King is a retired Ohio Confer-

ence pastor living in Dover, Ohio. 

also be glad to come to your 

church with a 30-minute 

presentation about SEMILLA. 

Contact me at 

dljnking@gmail.com to schedule 

a presentation. 

And, of course, if you cannot 

make the tour this fall, consider 

He serves as a member of the 

Ohio Conference Ministry Develop-

ment Team.  

See the Anabaptist Church Tour 

Brochure for more information 

about the tour. To learn more 

about SEMILLA, see the semi-

nary’s website: http://

www.semilla.org.gt.   

Participants in the Ohio Con-

ference Missional Network 

have taken part in an initial 

training session this summer. 

Missional Consultant Jessica 

Schrock-Ringenberg led this 

first training session at four 

different times during June and 

July at various locations. In all, 

42 people participated in the 

training, and several more will 

take part when the initial train-

ing is repeated this fall.  

Two additional training sessions 

are planned for this fall. To see 

the topics which will be dis-

cussed at these training ses-

sions, go to http://bit.ly/

OCMissionalNetwork. Please 

note: These training sessions 

build on each other; however, 

they can be experienced indi-

vidually. If you were not able to 

attend the first training session, 

you can still come to trainings 2 

and 3. To participate, RSVP 

to jsringenberg@gmail.com. 

 

M I S S I O N A L  C O N -

S U L T A N T  T O  M O V E  

O U T  O F  S T A T E  

On July 2 Ohio Conference 

Missional Consultant Jessica 

Schrock-Ringenberg announced 

that she will be moving out of 

the state at the end of 2018. 

She plans to lead the Missional 

Network training sessions dur-

ing the fall, and she will be con-

sulting with the Conference’s 

Missional Task Force. She also 

plans to consult with individual 

churches, as well as working 

with Jacob Dodson, pastor of 

Wooster Mennonite Church, to 

lead the Missional Discipleship 

Initiative* in the Conference. 

She will be able to do this work 

online even after moving out of 

state.  

As part of the announcement of 

her move out of state, Jessica 

said, “I am excited to see how 

far Ohio Conference has come, 

and I am hopeful of where you 

are going. While I may no long-

er live in the Conference, I will 

continue to partner with you to 

see God’s Kingdom Coming!” 

To read Jessica’s letter on the 

Ohio Conference website, see 

http://bit.ly/

MissionalConsultantMove. 

*To learn more about the Mis-

sional Discipleship Initiative, see 

http://bit.ly/

OhioConferenceMDI.  

Missional Network Continued from page 1 

Sixteen people 
participated in 
the Missional 
Network train-
ing at First 
Mennonite 
Church in Can-
ton on Sunday, 
June 24. Photo 
by Jacob    
Dodson. 

SEMILLA Learning Tour Continued from page 3 
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“What does it 

look like to be 

a ‘successful 

church,’ 

according to 

your church’s 

culture or 

according to 

you?” 

ChurchSmart Resources. With 

the heart of a pastor, he guides 

the reader into a meaningful 

understanding and relationship 

with the God who gives us life.  

David has served as pastor in 

several Ohio Conference 

churches during 25 of his 50 

years in pastoral ministry. In 

recent years he has served as a 

church consultant with Lancas-

ter Mennonite Conference to 

more than 70 congregations. 

He is presently assisting his son 

in pastoring LifeBridge Commu-

nity Church in Dover. He is the 

author of numerous books, 

including Share the Irresistible 

Story of Jesus, published by 

ChurchSmart Resources and 

Now Go Forward, Reaching Out to 

Grow Your Congregation, pub-

lished by Herald Press. He and 

his wife, Helen, ministered via 

shortwave radio with a daily 

dialogue program, “Making Dis-

ciples” through World Harvest 

Radio.  

To order a copy for your 

church library or for group 

study, contact Dave at  

dave@davechurchconsultant.  

org or  330-364-8239.  

Where do we find answers to 

the great question we all have 

about life and faith?  Do you 

ever find yourself asking ques-

tions such as these: Where do 

we find truth? What is faith? Is 

my life significant? Why bother 

with church? Why is there so 

much evil in the world? Will I 

make it to heaven? 

J. David Eshleman has wrestled 

with these questions, and he 

addresses them in his new 

book, Let the Bible Speak for 

Itself, 101 Essays on Questions 

We All Ask, published by 

Let the Bible Speak addresses common questions  
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of a very intentional, time-

consuming process, or whether 

you are met with a gaping hole 

filled with disappointment.  

How you determine your moti-

vation needs to be based upon 

your highest values, your great-

est goals, your deepest loves, 

and your ultimate aspirations. 

BE HONEST WITH YOUR-

SELF!  

What is your church’s motiva-

tion? What are its highest val-

ues, greatest goals, deepest 

loves, and communal aspira-

tions?  

What does it look like to be a 

“successful church,” according 

to your church’s culture or 

according to you? How do we 

know when we are getting it 

right?  

I love the saying, “What you 

measure improves. What you 

celebrate gets repeated.”  

What do we measure, and what 

do we celebrate? And how 

does that compare with what 

Jesus measured and celebrat-

ed?    

Take some time to consid-

er: 

1. What are the top three 

values we hold as a congre-

gation? How do we meas-

ure these values? 

2. What are the top three 

stories we tell about our-

selves? What do these sto-

ries celebrate? 

3. How do these values and 

stories affect the way we 

behave as a community? 

How do they affect the way 

we behave with each oth-

er? How do they affect the 

way we behave towards 

those “outside” of our 

church?  

Why missional? 
By Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg 
Ohio Conference                   
Missional Consultant 

 
What is my motivation? Why 

do I do what I do? What is my 

end goal? What am I valuing 

above anything else that would 

inspire me to behave the way in 

which I am behaving?  

As Mennonite people, deeply 

rooted in tradition, history, and 

a strong communal story, we 

need to ask this question, 

“What is my motivation?” be-

fore we can ever really move 

toward becoming a missional 

people. 

Why missional? Why now? 

What is our motivation? What 

is our purpose?  

We need to ask because the 

answer to this question will 

determine whether or not you 

will be satisfied with the results 

mailto:dave@davechurchconsultant.%20%20org
mailto:dave@davechurchconsultant.%20%20org
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Members of Chestnut Ridge 

Mennonite Church in Orrville 

gathered Sunday morning, June 

3, to hold a final worship ser-

vice in the Chestnut Ridge 

church building. Those attend-

ing shared many memories of 

the congregation’s life, and sev-

eral people mentioned the sup-

port that the congregation gave 

to other ministries, including 

the way that Chestnut Ridge 

supported the founding of Day-

spring Christian Fellowship.  

Pastor Marvin Zuercher told 

the congregation, “The ministry 

of Chestnut Ridge has been rich 

and has not been in vain.” Sev-

eral former pastors also spoke. 

The worship service also in-

cluded a slide show, singing, and 

a litany of remembrance. A fel-

lowship meal followed the wor-

ship service.  

To see additional photos from 

the closing worship service, go 

to http://bit.ly/

ChestnutRidgeJune3.   

Chestnut Ridge shares memories         
at closing worship service 

Clockwise, 
from top left: 
Glenda and 
Marvin 
Zuercher dis-
play the quilt 
they received 
from the con-
gregation; Jim 
Ziegler pro-
vides prelude 
music; 
Michelle and 
Greg Steffen 
serve as wor-
ship leaders; 
and the con-
gregation 
shares a litany 
of remem-
brance. Pho-
tos by Bryan 
Leaman. 

http://bit.ly/ChestnutRidgeJune3
http://bit.ly/ChestnutRidgeJune3


baton to the new congregation, 

he said. 

The worship service included 

the singing of  “God Will Make 

a Way” and “Move with the 

Clouds.” The lyrics of “Move 

with the Clouds,” which refer-

ence God’s leading the Children 

of Israel with a cloud by day, 

include these lines: “Let your 

spirit arise and your strength be 

renewed/Come on let us all 

move together/As we follow 

where he leads a new life we 

will receive/If we move with the 

cloud.” In his remarks, Pastor 

Samuel Olarewaju commented 

that the congregation looked to 

God for direction as they made 

decisions. “We kept moving 

with the cloud,” he said. 

The members of Berean Fel-

lowship Church have decided 

to close the congregation after 

more than 50 years of ministry 

in Youngstown. The congrega-

tion was founded in 1961. 

The congregation held a closing 

worship service on Sunday af-

ternoon, July 1. During the 

worship service, Pastor Samuel 

Olarewaju talked about how 

the congregation decided to 

close and sell the building to 

another congregation, Mercy 

Community Church. He em-

phasized that although Berean 

Fellowship Church has come to 

an end, the church of Christ in 

Youngstown lives on. Berean 

Fellowship is handing over the 

The worship service also in-

cluded sharing from congrega-

tion members, as well as for-

mer pastors Richard and Max-

ine Bartholomew; Bob Wen-

gered, the pastor of North Lima 

Mennonite Church, who had 

served as a mentor to Samuel 

Olarewaju; Ernest Martin, who 

had served as the overseer of 

Berean Fellowship years ago; 

and Cliff Brubaker, Ohio Con-

ference regional pastor. 

A reception was held in the 

church fellowship hall after the 

worship service.  

To see additional photos from 

the closing worship service, go 

to http://bit.ly/

July1BereanFellowship.  

Berean Fellowship Church passes the baton      
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Clockwise, from 
left: Mother    
Emma shares 
memories Berean 
Fellowship 
Church; Pastor 
Samuel Olarewaju 
addresses the 
congregation; 
Regional Pastor 
Cliff Brubaker 
brings words of 
blessing. Photos 
by Bryan Leaman. 
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On May 20, Andy Stoner, chair 

of the Ohio Conference Cre-

dentialing Ministry, officiated in 

licensing Sheila Spencer Ander-

son for ministry and installing 

her and her husband, Brian  

Anderson, as the pastoral team 

at University Euclid Christ New 

Testament Church in Cleve-

land, Ohio. Andy officiated the 

licensing and installation in the 

absence of Regional Pastor 

Ralph Reinford, who is current-

ly on leave. 

During the service, friends and 

family of Sheila and Brian gave 

testimony to their call and gifts 

for ministry. A fellowship meal 

followed the licensing and in-

stallation service. Sheila had 

previously been involved in 

evangelism ministry at Lee 

Heights Community Church in 

Cleveland. Brian is credentialed 

with American Baptist Church 

but is in the process of being 

credentialed by the Ohio Con-

ference.  
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Pastoral notes 

A B O U T  P E O P L E  

Andy Stoner (at 
left), chair of the 
Credentialing 
Ministry, officiat-
ed the licensing 
service for Sheila 
Spencer Ander-
son on May 20 at 
University Euclid 
Christ New Tes-
tament Church. 
She and her hus-
band, Brian An-
derson, were 
installed as the 
pastoral team for 
the congregation 
during the same 
service.  

child of Deanna and Duane 

Beck. 

Emily Jae Kauffman of Go-

shen graduated magna cum 

laude from Goshen College 

with a bachelor's degree in in-

terdisciplinary studies, with a 

focus in communication, Bible 

and religion, and psychology. 

Emily is a member of Zion Men-

nonite Church in Archbold, and 

is the child of Janine and Jeffery 

Kauffman. 

Caleb A. Liechty of Archbold 

graduated summa cum laude 

from Goshen College with a 

bachelor's degree in molecular 

biology/biochemistry, with a 

minor in music. Caleb is a mem-

ber of Zion Mennonite Church 

in Archbold, and is the child of 

Holly and Christopher Liechty. 
 

Three students from Ohio 

Conference congregations re-

ceived degrees at Goshen Col-

lege’s commencement ceremo-

ny on Sunday, April 29. 

Clara Grace Beck of Arch-

bold graduated summa cum 

laude from Goshen College 

with a bachelor's degree in mu-

sic education. Clara is a mem-

ber of Central Mennonite 

Church in Archbold, and is the 

Goshen College 

Continued on page 9 



Bluffton University 
Nine students from Ohio Con-

ference congregations earned 

degrees at Bluffton University’s 

118th annual commencement 

ceremony on May 6, and one 

completed a one-year intern-

ship. 

Shayla Hayes of Archbold 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

early childhood education and 

intervention specialist. Hayes is 

a 2017-18 Pi Delta Society 

member. She is a member of 

Central Mennonite Church in 

Archbold. 

Blake Hershberger of Can-

ton earned a bachelor’s degree 

in international peace, justice 

and conflict studies with Bible 

and theology and political sci-

ence minors. Hershberger was 

the recipient of the Jim Satter-

white Award in Peace Scholar-

ship and Activism, a C. Henry 

Smith Scholar and is a 2017-18 

Pi Delta Society member. He is 

a member of Beech Mennonite 

Church in Louisville. 

Shelby Miller of Archbold 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

Spanish with an education stud-

ies minor. Miller was the recipi-

ent of the Distinguished Scholar 

in Spanish award, a C. Henry 

Smith Scholar and is a 2017-18 

Pi Delta Society member. She is 

a member of West Clinton 

Mennonite Church in Wauseon. 

Nathan Otto of Orrville 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

middle childhood education. He 

is a member of Orrville Men-

nonite Church in Orrville. 

Emily Short of Archbold 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

biblical and theological studies 

with peace and conflict studies, 

psychology and sociology mi-

nors. Short was the recipient of 

the Distinguished Scholar in 

Biblical and Theological Studies 

award and is a 2017-18 Pi Delta 

Society member. She is a mem-

ber of West Clinton Mennonite 

Church in Wauseon.  

Jared Sleutz of Orrville 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

business administration. He is a 

member of Kidron Mennonite 

Church in Kidron. 

Colton Steiner of Kidron a 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

broadcasting and journalism and 

sports information. Steiner was 

the recipient of the Distin-

guished Scholar in Sports Infor-

mation award. He is a member 

of Kidron Mennonite Church. 

Cody Stuckey of Fayette 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

business administration with a 

music minor. He is a member of 

Central Mennonite Church in 

Archbold. 

Joshua Woodrich of Beach-

wood earned a bachelor’s de-

gree in criminal justice. He is a 

member of Kidron Mennonite 

Church.  

Bailey Short of Archbold 

completed a one-year Individu-

alized Supervised Practice Path-

way (ISPP) internship at Bluffton 

University. Upon completion, 

graduates are allowed to sit for 

the Registered Dietitian Nutri-

tionist (RDN) exam. She is a 

member of Zion Mennonite 

Church in Archbold.  
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Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship 
Jenna Nofziger, a member of 

Zion Mennonite Church in 

Archbold, served at a hospital 

in Shirati, Tanzania, March 24-

May 6. She is a 2014 graduate of 

Goshen College and received 

her M.D. degree in 2018 from 

the University of Toledo Col-

lege of Medicine and Life Sci-

ences. She will be starting her 

medical career as an emergency 

medicine resident with Wash-

ington University at Barnes-

Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, 

Missouri.  

Mennonite Healthcare Fellow-

ship granted Jenna a scholarship 

toward the cost of this interna-

tional service experience. To 

learn more about Jenna’s expe-

rience in Tanzania, see her re-

port at https://

www.mennohealth.org/2018/06/

jenna-nofziger-set-report/. To 

learn more about Mennonite 

Healthcare Fellowship’s Student 

Elective Term program, see 

https://www.mennohealth.org/

programs/student_term/.  

Jenna Nofziger 

Continued on page 10 

Continued from page 8 A B O U T  P E O P L E  

https://www.mennohealth.org/2018/06/jenna-nofziger-set-report/
https://www.mennohealth.org/2018/06/jenna-nofziger-set-report/
https://www.mennohealth.org/2018/06/jenna-nofziger-set-report/
https://www.mennohealth.org/programs/student_term/
https://www.mennohealth.org/programs/student_term/


July/August 2018 | Page 10 

Miriam Zehr of Orrville, 

Ohio, participated in the May 6 

commencement service of Ana-

baptist Mennonite Biblical Semi-

nary (AMBS) in Elkhart, Indiana. 

She is graduating in July 2018 

with a master of arts in Chris-

tian formation with a concen-

tration in Christian spirituality.  

Zehr plans to continue working 

as Associate Pastor of Worship 

and Education at Oak Grove 

Mennonite Church in Smithville, 

Ohio. She and her husband, 

Douglas Zehr, have three 

children. She previously earned 

a bachelor of science in home 

economics education from East-

ern Mennonite College (now 

University) in Harrisonburg, 

Virginia. 

Of the 21 graduates honored 

during the commencement ser-

vice, which was held at College 

Mennonite Church in Goshen, 

Indiana, 12 earned a master of 

divinity, five earned a master of 

arts in Christian formation, and 

one earned a master of arts in 

peace studies. Three students 

received a graduate certificate 

in theological studies, repre-

senting the equivalent of one 

year of study.  

Palmer Becker, D.Min., a 

church leader, pastor, mission-

ary, author and educator from 

Kitchener, Ontario, gave the 

commencement address.   

AMBS 

Miriam Zehr 

degrees and their home congre-

gations: 

Desiree Newman of Arch-

bold, bachelor of science in 

nursing, Central Mennonite 

Church in Archbold; Anna 

Breckbill of Kidron, associate’s 

degree, Kidron Mennonite 

Four students from Ohio Con-

ference congregations were 

part of the 2018 graduating 

class at Hesston College in 

Hesston, Kansas. They received 

their degrees at the college’s 

commencement ceremony on 

Sunday, May 13. The students 

are listed here, along with their 

Church; Elizabeth Miller of 

Archbold, associate’s degree, 

West Clinton Mennonite 

Church in Wauseon; and     

Jaelyn Rufenacht of Pettis-

ville, associate’s degree, West 

Clinton Mennonite Church in 

Wauseon.  

Hesston College 

Continued on page 11 
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Eastern Mennonite University 
Six students from Ohio Confer-

ence congregations were 

among the 540 individuals who 

received their degrees during 

Eastern Mennonite University’s 

100th commencement ceremo-

ny in Harrisonburg, Virginia, on 

Sunday, May 6. Three hundred 

eight-six people earned under-

graduate degrees, and 154 

earned graduate degrees. 

The students from the Ohio 

Conference are listed here, 

along with their hometowns, 

degrees, majors, and home con-

gregations: 

Josh Kratz of Bellefontaine, 

bachelor of arts in liberal arts 

with minors in business admin-

istration and Spanish, Oak 

Grove Mennonite Church in 

West Liberty; Kat Lehman of 

Dover, bachelor of science in 

biology with minors in Spanish 

and chemistry, summa cum 

laude, LifeBridge Community 

Church in Dover; Matt     

Lehman Wiens of Bel Aire, 

Kansas, master of business ad-

ministration, Kidron Mennonite 

Church;  



Mennonite Church USA has 

released a study guide, 

“Pathways,” to invite church-

wide engagement in the denom-

ination’s two-year Journey For-

ward process. The “Pathways” 

study guide, available online at 

http://mennoniteusa.org/

resource/pathways-study-guide/, 

invites congregations and 

groups across Mennonite 

Church USA to engage in stud-

ying Scripture, singing, praying, 

storytelling, exploring Anabap-

tist history and values, and dis-

cussing how they see God 

working in their lives. 

The “Pathways” study guide is a 

way for groups to participate in 

the Journey Forward church-

wide renewal process that will 

highlight how God is working in 

the lives of people and congre-

gations across MC USA. To 

learn more about “Pathways,” 

see the full news release at  

http://bit.ly/MCUSAPathways.  

‘Pathways’ study guide released 

Gabe Raber of Dalton, bache-

lor of science in biology with a 

minor in chemistry, cum laude, 

Sonnenberg Mennonite Church 

in Kidron; Julia Richer of 

Archbold, master of arts in edu-

cation, Salem Mennonite 

Church in Waldron, Michigan; 

and Rose Yoder of Bellefon-

taine, bachelor of science in 

business administration with a 

minor in accounting, magna cum 

laude, Oak Grove Mennonite 

Church in West Liberty.  
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Every summer, the Ministry 

Inquiry Program offers the op-

portunity for up to 14 students 

at Mennonite Church USA col-

leges, universities and seminar-

ies to explore their call to min-

istry through a full-time eleven-

week internship. Working un-

der the supervision of a pastor, 

participants engage in various 

aspects of a minister’s life and 

work either in the congrega-

tional setting or through explo-

ration of alternative ‘pastoral 

experiences’ (e.g. camp, service 

agencies).  Students who com-

plete this summer inquiry suc-

cessfully are awarded a $2,000 

tuition scholarship toward their 

Mennonite college or seminary 

education.  

Madeline Kauffman, a     

Goshen College sophomore 

social work major from Walnut 

Creek, Ohio, is serving with 

Hyattsville Mennonite Church 

in Hyattsville, Maryland, this 

summer as part of the Ministry 

Inquiry Program. Madeline is 

the daughter of Jeremy Kauff-

man and Christine Smith and 

attends Berlin Mennonite 

Church.  

A leadership program of Men-

nonite Church USA, the Minis-

try Inquiry Program provides 

opportunity for students at 

Mennonite Church USA colleg-

es and universities to explore 

pastoral ministry. 

 

 

Ministry Inquiry Program 

Madeline Kauffman 
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news, visit the Ohio  

Conference website:         
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tions for projects and mis-

sion initiatives. This year 

the MDT has $24,282 avail-

able for grants. 

Please note that this is a 

one-time grant, and grant 

monies are not intended to 

be used for staffing. You 

may either submit an online 

application or mail a print-

ed application form to 

Ohio Conference, Box 210, 

Kidron OH 44636. The 

MDT will consider all grant 

proposals at its Aug. 23 

meeting. To apply online, 

go to http://bit.ly/

OCMinistryGrants.  

Ohio Conference invites 

all pastors and their 

leadership teams to an 

overnight retreat Oct. 

26-27 in Bellville, 

Ohio. Duane Beck will be 

providing input on the topic 

“Leadership Matters: Find-

ing God in the Chang-

es.” Please see the Ohio 

Conference website 

(www.ohiomennoniteconfe

rence.org) for 

details.  Register online 

by Aug. 27 at http://bit.ly/

OCLeadershipRetreat2018. 

The new worship and 

song collection for Men-

nonite Church USA and 

Mennonite Church Can-

ada will be called Voices To-

gether.  The new hymnal 

will be available in fall 2020 

in a variety of formats. 

Read the full news release 

from MennoMedia at http://

bit.ly/

MennoMediaVoicesTogeth-

er. 

“It’s been estimated 

that one in five people 

sitting in church pews 

on Sunday morning 

struggle with mental health 

problems.” Find reflections 

and resources on 

addressing mental health in 

church from Denise Reesor 

on the Menno Snapshots 

blog. Visit: http://bit.ly/

ChurchandMentalHealth.   

Salem Mennonite 

Church in Kidron will 

host the 2019 Annual Con-

ference Assembly (ACA) of 

the Ohio Conference. ACA 

will take place March 7-9, 

2019. 

Is your congregation 

looking for ways to fund 

a ministry that impacts 

your community? Aug. 6 is 

the deadline to submit a 

grant proposal to the Ohio 

Conference Ministry Devel-

opment Team (MDT). The 

MDT is accepting proposals 

from Conference congrega-

tions and related organiza-

Conference Calendar 
A U G   

3-4 Ohio Mennonite Relief Sale and Auction, Wayne County Fairgrounds, Wooster 

12-13 New Pastor Orientation, Cobblestone Inn & Suites, Orrville 

23 Ministry Development Team Meeting, Upper Sandusky Library 

O C T   

5-6 Enhancing and Equipping for Worship Workshop, Central Mennonite Church, 

Archbold 

26-27 Pastor-Leadership Team Retreat, Bellville 

N O V   

2-4 Pastors’ Wives Retreat, St. Francis Spirituality Center, Tiffin 

M A R   

7-9 Annual Conference Assembly, Salem Mennonite Church, Kidron 
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