
Resource person Rachel Mil-

ler Jacobs, assistant professor 

of congregational formation 

at Anabaptist Mennonite Bib-

By Ellen Nussbaum 

Members of Oak Grove Men-

nonite Church (Smithville) 

and Sonnenberg Mennonite 

Church (Kidron), having dis-

covered a common interest 

in exploring training and re-

sources for leading congrega-

tional worship, came together 

to plan a Worship Resourcing 

Seminar. It was held on Satur-

day, May 6, at Sonnenberg 

Mennonite Church. Sixty-

three participants gathered 

from 16 different Ohio Men-

nonite congregations. Partici-

pants included youth, young 

adults and adults, pastors and 

lay leaders, some experienced 

worship planners and others 

who wanted to receive prac-

tical training, resources and 

theological teaching in order 

to better explore and learn 

about Spirit-filled congrega-

tional worship. 

Worship is formation—formation is worship 

Is your congregation 

looking for ways to fund a 

ministry that impacts 

your community? Consid-

er applying for a grant 

from the Ohio Confer-

ence.  

For the sixth year in a row, 

the Ohio Conference Minis-

try Development Team 

(MDT) is accepting grant pro-

posals from Ohio Conference 

congregations and related 

organizations for projects and 

mission initiatives. This year 

the MDT has $24,992 availa-

ble for grants. 

In light of the current Gath-

ered and Sent initiative within 

the Ohio Conference, the 

Ministry Development Team 

will give preference to pro-

posals that are particularly 

Grant program to benefit local ministries 
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Ervin Stutzman to hold meetings in Ohio 

Vision for the future 
What is your vision for the 

church? Our denomination 

already has a vision state-

ment, “Vision: Healing & 

Hope,” which states “God 

calls us to be followers of 

Jesus Christ and, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, to 

grow as communities of 

grace, joy and peace, so 

that God’s healing and hope 

flow through us to the 

world.”  

I believe that if we were 

asked, most of us would say 

that we truly want to have 

God’s healing and hope 

flow through us to the 

world.  But have healing 

and hope really been our 

focus? 

This summer at the Men-

nonite Church USA con-

vention, delegates (and oth-

ers) are invited to partici-

pate in something called the 

Future Church Summit, 

which has been described 

by its planners as a denomi-

nation-wide conversation 

to dream together, reset 

priorities, and engage one 

another in answering an 

important question: “How 

will we follow Jesus as Ana-

baptists in the 21st centu-

ry?” I look forward to hear-

ing the results of this con-

versation. 

— ahl 

Personnel of the Ohio Conference of Mennonite Church USA  

Moderator: Bob Sauder — sauderbob2@gmail.com   
Assistant Moderator: Thomas Dunn — thomas@crownhillmennonite.com 
Credentialing Ministry Chair: Andy Stoner — rpandy@juno.com 
Gifts Discernment Ministry Chair: Mel Hathaway — smcpastor@embarqmail.com  

Stewardship Minstry Co-Chair: Melanie Miller — mgfmiller@gmail.com 
Stewardship Minstry Co-Chair: Ruth Kauffman — rkauffman@fm-bank.com 
Regional Pastor: Ralph Reinford — ralphreinford@gmail.com 

Regional Pastor: Cliff Brubaker — cliffbru7@gmail.com 
Administrative Secretary: Judy King — ohmc@zoominternet.net  
Finance Coordinator: Stan Helmuth — cboh1@zoominternet.net  

Conference Editor: Ann Leaman — ohioevangel@gmail.com  
Coordinator of Volunteers: Alysa Short —  alysashort@gmail.com 

The two meetings will be 

held in early June:  

 June 8 — Salem Mennon-

ite Church in Elida, 7-8:30 

p.m. 

 June 9 — Salem Mennon-

ite Church in Kidron, 7-

8:30 p.m. 

Ervin Stutzman previously 

held similar “town hall” 

meetings with delegates and 

other interested persons in 

Ohio Conference during 

June 2014. 

*To learn more about the 

Future Church Summit, see 

http://

conven-

tion.mennoniteusa.org/

future-church-summit/.  

Ervin Stutzman, executive 

director of Mennonite 

Church USA, will be travel-

ing through Ohio in June, 

and Ohio Conference has 

set up two meetings for 

delegates, pastors and oth-

er interested persons to 

meet with him. Those at-

tending will hear him share 

about the upcoming MC 

USA convention in Orlando 

and the Future Church 

Summit*, which will take 

place at the convention. 

There also will be a time 

for Ervin to answer ques-

tions from those gathered. 
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lical Seminary, challenged us to 

think about how Worship is For-

mation and Formation is Worship.  

This one-day seminar also had 

workshops focusing on the art 

of worship leading, leading mu-

sic with song and instruments, 

letting the Word come alive in 

scripture reading and drama, 

and the use of visual art, digital 

arts, multimedia and technology 

in worship.  

Jacobs helped us consider how 

worship and Christian for-

mation are related to each oth-

er and what difference it makes 

when we plan and lead worship 

from a stance of Christian for-

mation. 

In the morning session Jacobs 

considered three layers in 

Christian formation: individual, 

communal and God’s reign 

(universal). She explored the 

types of worship habits which 

help form us.  (See http://bit.ly/

WorshipHabits for a list of the 

worship habits Rachel Miller 

Jacobs described.) 

If the point of worship is to 

form us to be ambassadors of 

Christ, then what we as 

“worship folk” need to orient 

ourselves toward is what will 

shape our and others’ thinking, 

feeling, and acting toward God’s 

overarching project of reconcil-

ing the world to himself. 

In the afternoon session Jacobs 

helped us consider forming 

worship that forms. While 

there are many ways to wor-

ship God, she suggested three 

general movements of worship 

that are all responses to God’s 

love and grace. 

The first movement is a trans-

forming encounter with the 

living God. Unless we have en-

countered God, we haven’t 

worshiped. Worship planners 

and leaders need to plan and 

lead worship that doesn’t put 

barriers on people encounter-

ing God, but encourages, ena-

bles, and supports them in that 

encounter. 

The second movement is hon-

est engagement with self and 

community. This means being 

present in worship as we truly 

are, warts and all, individually 

and corporately.  God wants to 

meet us as our whole selves — 

good and bad, body and spirit 

brought as honestly, transpar-

ently, and authentically as we 

can. 

The third movement of worship 

is lively empowerment for faith-

ful response. Worship is not 

just for us: for our pleasure, 

our comfort, our education, or 

our formation. Worship pre-

pares us for what God is al-

ready doing in the world, a 

pledge of allegiance to God 

which spills out into all of our 

relationships (family, work, 

community), into the ways we 

spend our time, our money and 

our effort, and into the ways 

we worship. 

Jacobs emphasized that a bal-

anced biblical and theological 

diet for congregational worship 

doesn’t happen without plan-

ning.  She suggested three prac-

tices for a good worship diet: 1) 

keep records and review them; 

2) let structures, themes and 

images of worship shape our 

worship words; 3) use a diverse 

worship planning group so that 

planners represent the broadest 

possible range of our congrega-

tions (age, gender, taste, ethnic 

or cultural identity and Chris-

tian maturity). 

She encouraged training and 

mentoring worship leaders of 

various kinds. Worship is not 

about perfection, or restricting 

worship planning to the ex-

perts.  We need to use our 

relationship networks, as well 

as gifts in the congregation, to 

invite others to join in worship 

planning and leading.  She also 

encouraged us to invite children 

and youth to lead the congrega-

tion in worship.  Begin working 

with them early and help them 

build the skills they will need to 

be effective, joyful worship 

leaders.  This takes time, but 

“Worship 

planners and 

leaders need 

to plan and 

lead worship 

that doesn’t 

put barriers on 

people 

encountering 

God, but 

encourages, 

enables, and 

supports them 

in that 

encounter.” 
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Karen Steiner and Crys-
tal Martin, leaders of the 
Visual Art in Worship 
Workshop, talk about 
how they created a visu-
al display based on II 
Corinthians 5:16, which 
focuses on transfor-
mation in Christ. To see 
more photos of the Wor-
ship Resourcing Seminar, 
go to http://bit.ly/
WorshipSeminarPhotos. 

http://bit.ly/WorshipHabits
http://bit.ly/WorshipHabits
http://bit.ly/WorshipSeminarPhotos
http://bit.ly/WorshipSeminarPhotos


what we are really doing is 

tending to our own spiritual 

formation as we mentor others.  

This kind of focus makes a dif-

ference in how we think about 

our own work and how we 

think about theirs. 

them and our desire to join in 

God’s work of reconciliation. 

Responses from the seminar 

participants were very positive 

about both the input from Ra-

chel Miller Jacobs and the 

workshops that were present-

ed.  Participants also appreciat-

ed the feast of information and 

having the time and space to 

think about worship. 

This seminar was sponsored by 

the Sonnenberg and Oak Grove 

Mennonite churches with a 

partial grant from the Ohio 

Conference.  

Evaluation of worship planning 

and leading is also an important 

element in worship formation.  

Asking questions of congrega-

tional members, such as what 

helped you in worship and what 

hindered you in worship, will 

help us corporately broaden 

our capacity to tolerate things 

that are not our favorites, for 

the sake of shaping our connec-

tions to our brothers and sis-

ters either in the congregation 

or in the wider church.  We 

need to join others in worship-

ing in new or unfamiliar ways as 

an expression of our love for 

Does this project respond to 

the priorities identified by Min-

istry Development Team? 

 Start-up ministries/ new 

initiatives 

 Community outreach 

 Revitalization of a congre-

gation 

 Church planting 

 Implementing the Purpose-

ful Plan 

 Focus on children or youth 

ministry 

 Resources for marriages 

and/or parenting 

 Missional coaching 

Is this pro-

posal a collab-

orative effort 

among Ohio 

Conference congregations and/

or related organizations? 

Please note that this is a one-

time grant. Grant monies are 

not intended to be used for 

staffing. 

Grant proposals are due by 

Aug. 9, 2017. More infor-

mation and an online application 

are on the Ohio Conference 

website: http://bit.ly/

OCMinistryGrants. If you pre-

fer, you may download a grant 

form and mail it to the Ohio 

Conference office.  

The Ministry Development 

Team will consider all grant 

proposals at its Aug. 23 meet-

ing.  

“The Ministry 

Development 

Team will give 

preference to 

proposals that 

are 

particularly 

mission-

oriented.” 
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Grant program 
mission-oriented. Priority also 

will be given to projects that 

are new initiatives or projects 

that could not be carried out 

without the grant funding.  

The MDT will use the following 

criteria in reviewing the applica-

tions: 

Does this proposal fit with the 

Conference priorities of wor-

ship, faith and witness? 

 Our passionate worship 

flows from our confession 

of God as Creator, Re-

deemer and Sustainer. 

 We have a vibrant faith in 

God as Lord of all, who is 

at work reconciling the 

world.  

 Through our bold witness 

others will accept Jesus 

Christ as Savior and Lord, 

and will build peace with all 

humankind. 

Continued from page 1 

Worship 
Continued from page 3 

Rachel Miller Jacobs 

“We need to join 

others in 

worshiping in 

new or 

unfamiliar ways 

as an expression 

of our love for 

them and our 

desire to join in 

God’s work of 

reconciliation.”  

http://bit.ly/OCMinistryGrants
http://bit.ly/OCMinistryGrants


Pastoral notes 

Jeff Hochstetler was ordained 

for Christian ministry at Berlin 

Mennonite on April 30, 2017. 

He has served Berlin Mennonite 

as family life pastor since 2014. 

 Duane Beck, former pastor at 

Raleigh Mennonite in North 

Carolina, preached the sermon. 

Jeff did his internship at Raleigh 

Mennonite.  

Regional Pastor Ralph Reinford 

led the ordination ceremony 

and anointing, and Steve Slagel 

of Traverse City, Michigan, gave 

a prayer of blessing. Pastor  

Myron Weaver was worship 

leader.  

The congregation gave Jeff a 

basket of cards with words of 

affirmation.  

Jamie Rye was licensed and in-

stalled as pastor of Millersburg 

Mennonite Church on May 7, 

2017. Jamie and his wife, Kelly, 

and their children recently 

moved from Toledo. They had 

been attending Millersburg 

Mennonite for several weeks 

before his installation as pastor. 

Elder Eric Raber led as the con-

gregation received them as 

members. Regional Pastor 

Ralph Reinford led the installa-

tion ceremony and had a bless-

ing. The congregation respond-

ed with a litany. Jamie preached 

the sermon, and many people 

shared words of affirmation 

during the sharing time.  
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Jamie Rye (center)
was installed as 
pastor of Mil-
lersburg Mennon-
ite Church on May 
7. Also pictured 
are Jamie’s wife, 
Kelly, and Region-
al Pastor Ralph 
Reinford.  

Jeff Hochstetler, 
family life pastor 
at Berlin Mennon-
ite Church, was 
ordained April 30 
at Berlin Mennon-
ite. Also pictured 
is Jeff’s wife,    
Kelsey. 

Continued on page 6 



The Central Christian School 

(CCS) Board of Trustees is 

pleased to announce the hiring 

of Jeanne Zimmerly Jantzi as the 

superintendent of CCS begin-

ning Aug. 1, upon the retire-

ment of the current superinten-

dent, Gene Miller. 

Jantzi is a 1982 Central Chris-

tian alumnus originally from 

Orrville. She is married to Dan, 

and they have three adult sons. 

She received her undergraduate 

degree in early childhood edu-

cation from Eastern Mennonite 

University and her master’s 

degree in international econom-

ic development from Eastern 

University in Pennsylvania. Jantzi 

is an energetic and effective, 

relational leader with experi-

ence in leading with MCC in 

Asia. “Together with my family, 

I’ve spent 24 of the last 28 

years serving internationally 

with Mennonite Central Com-

mittee (MCC) in Congo, Nige-

ria, Indonesia and Thailand,” she 

said. She is an experienced ad-

ministrator who is ready for the 

opportunity and challenge of 

leading CCS.  

Jantzi has a deep, sincere faith 

that is grounded in Anabaptist 

teaching and the example of 

Christ.  In addition to her com-

mitment to Anabaptist faith, she 

is passionate about the future 

of Mennonite education. “As a 

leader, I look to Jesus and to 

the scriptures for guidance. The 

Holy Spirit helps me interpret 

the scriptures together with my 

community of followers of 

Christ. I look forward to partic-

ipating in the mission at Central 

Christian School as students 

learn about God through multi-

ple exposure points in class-

room culture, in relationships 

with the adults around them, in 

the sense of community at the 

school, in chapels, classroom 

storytelling and devotions and 

times of prayer,” she said.  

John William “Bill” Detweiler, 

age 87, the former longtime 

pastor of Kidron Mennonite 

Church, died April 6, 2017, 

after declining health. Bill was 

born in Norristown, Pennsylva-

nia, on Nov. 29, 1929, a twin 

son of the Rev. William G. and 

Anna (Landes) Detweiler. 

Bill graduated from Smithville 

High School (1947), Eastern 

Mennonite College (1951), and 

Faith Theological Seminary in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

(1954). When his father died 

suddenly in 1956, Bill and his 

twin, Bob, returned to Orrville 

from additional seminary study 

to assume the responsibilities of 

The Calvary Hour radio broad-

cast begun by their father in 

1936.  

Bill began his ministry at Pleas-

ant View Mennonite Church 

near North Lawrence. In 1957, 

he began pastoral duties at  

Kidron Mennonite Church, 

where he served faithfully until 

retirement in 1995. After 10 

years of retirement, he served 

as an interim pastor at Mennon-

ite Christian Assembly, Freder-

icksburg, from May 2005 to 

June 2010. 

In addition to his local parish 

responsibilities, Bill and his 

brother, Bob, became the “twin 

speakers” on The Calvary Hour 

radio broadcast until Bob’s 

death in 1989. Bill continued 

with the radio ministry until its 

closing in December of 2007.  

He is survived by his wife, Ruth 

(Mast); three daughters, Dr. 

Dawn (Dr. Scott) Schell of Cha-

grin Falls, Jill (Bruce) Breckbill 

of Kidron and Beth (Ben) 

Grove of Elkhart, Indiana; eight 

grandchildren; and other ex-

tended family members. He was 

preceded in death by his par-

ents, William G. and Anna; his 

brother, J. Robert (Bob); and 

his stepfather, Eli Stoltzfus. 

A memorial service was held 

Saturday, April 15, at Kidron 

Mennonite Church. Memorial 

Bill Detweiler 
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here, along with their home 

congregations and their majors: 

Isaac John Dahl of Lockport 

Mennonite Church in Stryker, 

bachelor of arts in religious and 

intercultural studies; Claire 

Elizabeth Fry of Tedrow 

Mennonite Church in Wauseon, 

bachelor of arts in digital media; 

Samuel Elliott Miller of Ber-

lin Mennonite Church, bachelor 

of science in biology; Brooks 

Dan Wagler of Zion Mennon-

ite Church in Archbold, master 

of arts in interdisciplinary stud-

ies; and Joel Andrew 

Wheeler of Lockport Men-

nonite Church in Stryker, bach-

elor of arts in social work.  

Five students from Ohio Con-

ference congregations were 

among the 495 individuals who 

received their degrees during 

Eastern Mennonite University’s 

99th commencement ceremony 

in Harrisonburg, Virginia, on 

April 30.  

The students’ names are listed 

Eastern Mennonite University 

contributions can be made to 

Kidron Mennonite Church, Box 

232, Kidron OH Ohio 44636, 

or to Global Disciples, 315 W. 

James St., Suite 202, Lancaster 

PA 17603.  

Christina Kauffman of West 

Liberty earned an associate of 

arts degree. Her home congre-

gation is Oak Grove Mennonite 

Church in West Liberty.  

Kathryn Roth of Pettisville 

earned an associate of arts de-

gree. Her home congregation is 

West Clinton Mennonite 

Church in Wauseon.  

Two students from Ohio Con-

ference congregations were 

among the 149 people receiving 

degrees from Hesston College 

during its 2017 commencement 

on Sunday, May 14.  

Hesston College 

Isaiah Breckbill, Kidron Men-

nonite; David Bontrager, 

Zion Mennonite in Archbold; 

Anna Cullar, Leetonia Men-

nonite; Luke Graber, Lock-

port Mennonite in Stryker; 

Clayton Lehman, West Clin-

ton Mennonite in Wauseon; 

Ten students from Ohio Con-

ference congregations were 

among the 241 individuals who 

graduated from Goshen College 

on Sunday, April 30. Graduates 

from Ohio Conference congre-

gations are as follows: 

Jacob Roth, West Clinton 

Mennonite in Wauseon; Jordan 

Waidelich, Lockport Mennon-

ite in Stryker; Seth Wesman, 

Kidron Mennonite; Nathan 

Yoder, Zion Mennonite in 

Archbold; and Molly Zook, 

Summit Mennonite in Barber-

ton.  

Goshen College 
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towns, majors and home con-

gregations are as follows: 

  

Alexander Bilen of Archbold,  

history, Central Mennonite 

Church in Archbold; Alyssa 

Kauffman of West Liberty, 

food and nutrition with a minor 

in sociology, Oak Grove Men-

nonite Church in West Liberty; 

Five students from Ohio Con-

ference congregations were 

among more than 230 under-

graduate and graduate students 

who received degrees on Sun-

day, May 7, during the 117th 

Commencement ceremony at 

Bluffton University.  

The graduates, their home 

Trenton Long of Elida, math, 

Salem Mennonite Church in 

Elida;  

Bailey Short of Archbold, 

food and nutrition, West Clin-

ton Mennonite Church in 

Wauseon; and Julie Sleutz of 

Kidron, food and nutrition,  

Kidron Mennonite Church. 

Bluffton University 



Back page briefings... 

For more Ohio Conference  

news, visit the Ohio  

Conference website:         

ohiomennoniteconference.org 

time paid staff and more 

than 300 active volunteers. 

The candidate must show a 

capacity for administering 

staff and volunteers and for 

overseeing the finances of 

the operation. The search 

committee is looking for a 

candidate who has an 

“MCC mindset” and active-

ly supports the worldwide 

mission of Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee. Inquiries 

and resumes may be di-

rected to Larry Augsburger 

at ljaugsburg-

er@embarqmail.com or 

330-600-7090, or 5159 

Kidron Road, Apple Creek 

OH 44606. Resumes must 

be submitted by July 31, 

2017. 

Kris Nussbaum will be 

the speaker for the Girls 

Jamboree at Camp Luz in 

Kidron on Aug. 11-12. The 

theme of this two-day 

event will be “Beautiful 

Purpose,” based on Ephe-

sians 2:10. Girls Jamboree 

is for girls in grades 3-8. 

See the Camp Luz website 

for details: 

www.campluz.com.   

 

Attending the 2017 

Convention in Orlando? 

The convention planning 

office has arranged dis-

counts at Orlando-area 

attractions. For details, visit 

mennolove.orlandomeeting 

info.com. 

Anabaptist Disabilities 

Network has compiled a 

list of Anabaptist-affiliated 

summer camps that offer 

programming or accommo-

dations for campers with 

disabilities. Go to http://

bit.ly/ADNCampGuide to 

download a copy.  

The board of the Ohio 

MCC Activity Center of 

Kidron, Ohio, is searching 

for a full-time executive 

director to assume respon-

sibilities on Dec. 1, 2017. 

The director’s responsibili-

ties largely entail giving di-

rection to the MCC Con-

nections Thrift Shop, which 

has three additional full-

Conference Calendar 
J U N   

8 Meeting with Ervin Stutzman, Salem Mennonite Church, Elida  

9 Meeting with Ervin Stutzman, Salem Mennonite Church, Kidron  

14 Ohio Conference Leadership Team Meeting, Location TBA 

16-17 Black Swamp Benefit, Fulton County Fairgrounds, Wauseon  

16-18 Hispanic Families Retreat, Camp Luz, Kidron 

J U L   

4-8 Mennonite Church USA Convention, Orlando, Florida 

A U G   

4-5 Ohio Mennonite Relief Sale, Wayne County Fairgrounds, Wooster 

11-12 Girls Jamboree, Camp Luz, Kidron 

23 Ministry Development Team Meeting, Location TBA 

S E P T   

15-17 Women’s Retreat, Camp Luz, Kidron 
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